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are turned to evil when the subject-matter usurps the
honour that belongs only to the Spirit, of which it is
merely the vehicle.

H

Reply to an Imaginary Objicientx

(a) Christianity is primarily a life to be lived, in-
ward and outward. It implies or involves a certain
theory about man and God and Christ; about the
two first because it is a religion, a religious life ; about
the third, because it is the Christian religion, (b] But
this theoretic part is implicit, or involved as is the
skeleton in a living animal. The skeleton is not first
constructed and then overclothed with flesh. We do
not first master the theory of the Christian life and
then begin to live it; nay, we do not even begin with
its ethical system, (c] At root, and even principally,
it is an inward spirit or sentiment, determined and
characterised in itself, or objectively, by the truth of
things, which enables us to feel what is the right
thing to do, and, indirectly, what is the right thing
to believe, (d) The faults of inference, due to the
feebleness and non-purity of the spirit as working in
the individual, are corrected by the collective results
of its progressive working in great masses of Chris-
tians through successive generations; and this
collected result acts as an educative and corrective
standard for the individual. Herein is the justifica-
tion of Churches and of social Christianity, (e) The

1 The " objicient" was suggested by the editor of the Quarterly at the
time of the publication of the article on " The Rights and Limits of
Theology," Oct. 1905.